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To	scan	a	barcode	with	your	iPhone,	you’ll	need	to	download	an	iOS	barcode	scanner	app.There	are	a	large	number	of	paid	and	free	iPhone	barcode	scanner	apps	available.Once	installed,	open	the	barcode	scanner	app,	click	the	scan	button,	and	place	the	barcode	in	view	of	your	iPhone’s	camera.	This	article	will	walk	you	through	the	steps	for	how	to
use	your	iPhone	smartphone	to	scan	a	regular	barcode.	While	focusing	primarily	on	traditional,	or	1D,	barcodes,	this	guide	also	contains	some	additional	information	on	how	to	scan	a	QR	code	with	your	iPhone	and	what	you	need	to	do	to	scan	documents	for	editing	and	sharing.	The	following	instructions	for	scanning	a	barcode	with	an	iPhone	apply	to
iPhones	running	iOS	9.0	and	up.	To	scan	a	barcode	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad,	you’ll	need	to	first	download	a	barcode	scanner	iOS	app.	There	are	many	iPhone	barcode	apps	available	for	download	from	the	Apple	App	Store	but,	for	this	example,	we’ll	use	QR	Code	Reader	-	Barcode	Maker.	This	app	is	easy	to	use,	supports	all	major	barcode	formats,	and
is	free.	This	app	can	also	be	used	to	make	your	own	barcodes.	Open	the	QR	Code	Reader	-	Barcode	Maker	app	on	your	iPhone	and	tap	the	large	circular	barcode	icon	in	the	center	of	the	screen.	The	app	will	ask	for	permission	to	use	your	iPhone’s	camera.	Tap	OK.	The	app	will	only	ask	for	permission	the	first	time	you	use	it.	Position	the	barcode	you
want	to	scan	in	view	of	the	camera.	Your	iPhone	should	scan	the	barcode	automatically	and	display	its	data.	This	could	be	a	series	of	numbers,	some	text,	or	maybe	even	a	website	address.	To	view	more	information	about	the	barcode’s	data,	tap	the	Search	icon.	While	there	are	many	paid	iPhone	apps	for	scanning	barcodes,	there’s	also	a	large	number
of	apps	that	are	either	completely	free	or	offer	some	in-app	purchases	for	additional	functionality.	The	QR	Code	Reader	app	used	in	the	above	instructions	is	a	good	free	option	for	general	barcode	scanning.	Other	popular	iPhone	apps	which	feature	free	barcode	scanning	functionality	include	ShopSavvy	for	shopping	deals,	Fitbit	for	logging	food	and
drinks,	and	Good	Reads	for	tracking	physical	books	your	own	or	have	read.	You	don’t	need	to	download	any	additional	apps	to	scan	a	QR	code	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad	as	the	native	iOS	Camera	app	has	this	functionality	built-in.	To	use	your	iPhone	to	scan	a	QR	code,	all	you	need	to	do	is	open	the	Camera	app	and	aim	your	device	at	the	code.	You	don’t
need	to	take	a	photo	of	the	QR	code.	The	code	being	seen	by	the	Camera	app	is	enough	to	trigger	an	automatic	scan.	In	addition	to	scanning	barcodes,	your	iPhone	can	also	be	used	to	scan	documents.	The	easiest	way	to	scan	a	document	with	your	iPhone	is	to	use	the	Notes	app	though	there	are	also	a	variety	of	third-party	iOS	scanner	apps	which
provide	a	number	of	additional	features	such	as	faxing	and	advanced	image	and	text	editing.	FAQ	How	do	I	scan	a	barcode	on	an	Android	phone?	As	with	iPhones,	scanning	a	barcode	with	an	Android	device	requires	a	third-party	app.	Go	to	the	Google	Play	Store	and	perform	a	search	using	the	term	"barcode	scanner."	Download,	install,	and	open	the
app	you	choose.	To	scan	a	barcode,	hold	it	up	to	the	app's	reader	box.	Based	on	what	you	scanned,	the	app	will	offer	you	several	options,	such	as	going	directly	to	a	website	or	starting	a	Google	search.	How	do	I	scan	a	barcode	to	find	out	where	something	was	purchased?	There	may	be	times	when	you	want	to	track	down	where	something	was
purchased,	such	as	when	you	want	to	return	a	gift.	Usually,	an	item's	barcode	won't	offer	this	information.	Most	barcodes	are	UPC	codes,	which	identify	only	the	product	and	company.	Some	companies,	however,	may	make	a	barcode	specific	to	a	store	or	area.	The	only	way	to	see	what	information	is	available	is	to	scan	the	code.	Thanks	for	letting	us
know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Learn	how	to	use	the	built-in	camera	on	your	iPhone,	iPad,	or	iPod	touch	to	scan	a	Quick	Response	(QR)	code	for	links	to	websites,	apps,	tickets,	and	more.	QR	codes	give	you	quick	access	to	websites	without	having	to	type	or	remember	a	web	address.	You	can	use	the
Camera	app	to	scan	a	QR	code.			Open	the	Camera	app	from	the	Home	Screen,	Control	Center,	or	Lock	Screen.	Select	the	rear	facing	camera.	Hold	your	device	so	that	the	QR	code	appears	in	the	viewfinder	in	the	Camera	app.	Your	device	recognizes	the	QR	code	and	shows	a	notification.	Tap	the	notification	to	open	the	link	associated	with	the	QR
code.	It's	super	easy	to	scan	QR	codes	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad,	but	not	everyone	is	aware	of	how	to	do	it.	If	you're	not	familiar	with	QR	codes	and	have	never	had	the	opportunity	to	scan	one	on	your	device	before,	rest	assured,	you've	come	to	the	right	place.QR	codes	have	become	more	popular	in	the	last	two	years	with	the	pandemic	increasing	the
need	for	contactless	interactions.	These	two-dimensional	barcodes	are	read	by	the	camera	on	your	device	and	are	often	used	by	shops,	websites	and	locations	as	a	way	of	communicating	or	storing	information.They're	becoming	more	common	in	some	restaurants	and	cafes	as	rather	than	printing	out	paper	menus	and	having	to	dispose	of	them	each
time	new	customers	come	in,	these	eateries	can	simply	get	you	to	scan	a	QR	code	and	bring	the	menu	up	on	your	device	-	pretty	cool,	huh?If	you	have	one	of	the	best	iPhones	or	best	iPads,	you'll	find	it	easy	to	scan	QR	codes	on	these	because	Apple	have	build	a	QR	code	reader	into	the	camera.	But,	as	with	all	tech	software	it	can	take	a	few	minutes	to
get	to	grips	with	this	handy	tool,	which	is	why	we've	put	together	this	simple	guide	on	how	to	scan	QR	codes	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad.But,	before	we	dive	into	that,	we	recommend	you	don't	overlook	the	security	risk	posed	by	QR	codes.	Yes,	they	can	be	super	handy	and	there	are	definitely	benefits	to	using	them,	but	cyber	criminals	have	cottoned	on	to
how	powerful	they	can	be	and	it's	worth	being	aware	of	how	they're	seeking	to	target	them.For	those	of	you	who	are	happy	to	proceed,	let's	take	a	look	at	how	you	can	scan	QR	codes	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad.	Oh,	and	if	you're	using	a	device	other	than	one	produced	by	Apple,	check	out	our	guide	to	how	to	scan	QR	codes	on	your	Android	-	we've	got	you
covered	there	too!	Open	up	the	camera	app	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad	Hold	the	camera	so	the	QR	code	is	clearly	visible	Your	device	will	recognize	the	code,	and	show	you	a	notification	Tap	the	notification	to	be	taken	to	the	destination	of	your	QR	code	If	you	want	to	scan	QR	codes	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad,	the	first	step	is	to	open	up	the	camera	app	on
your	iPhone	or	iPad.	This	can	usually	be	found	on	the	home	page,	in	the	bottom	right	corner	of	the	device,	although	on	iPads	it's	on	the	first	page	and	if	you've	moved	it	around	it'll	be	somewhere	else.Now,	hold	the	device's	camera	up	to	the	QR	code.	No	need	to	hit	the	shutter	button,	your	iOS	device	will	automatically	recognize	the	QR	code	and
provide	you	with	an	on-screen	notification.	(Make	sure	you	have	mobile	signal	or	you're	connected	to	Wi-Fi,	otherwise	this	won't	work.)Tap	the	notification	to	be	taken	to	the	destination	of	the	QR	code.	This	could	be	a	website,	app,	or	feature	of	your	phone.	Remember,	you	can	now	change	the	default	browser	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad,	thanks	to	a
relaxation	in	recent	versions	of	iOS,	meaning	you'll	see	a	notification	to	go	to	Chrome	or	Safari	when	scanning.There	–	in	those	few	steps,	you've	learned	how	to	scan	QR	codes	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad	-	well	done!An	example	of	a	QR	code	on	iPad	The	secret	code	scanner	in	your	iPhoneThere's	also	a	secret	code	scanner	in	your	iPhone	-	did	you	know
that?	It's	not	an	app,	as	such	(well,	it	is,	but	you	can't	see	it	in	your	app	library)	but	can	be	found	using	Spotlight.It	does	the	same	thing	as	in	the	camera	app,	but	just	offers	a	larger	viewfinder	to	play	with.All	you	need	to	do	is	swipe	down	from	the	home	screen	to	open	up	the	search	bar	at	the	top	of	your	iPhone	and	type	in	'Code	Scanner'	-	or	you	can
head	to	'Settings',	then	to	'Control	Center'	and	add	'Code	Scanner'	to	your	mix.Now	you	can	access	it	by	just	swiping	down	from	the	top	right-hand	side	of	your	screen,	and	can	get	all	scan-like	whenever	you	fancy.Wallet	app	can	scan	QR	codes	on	iPhone	and	iPadThere's	also	a	built-in	QR	reader	in	the	Wallet	app	on	iPhone	and	iPod.	To	access	the
scanner,	open	the	app,	click	on	the	plus	button	at	the	top	of	the	"Passes"	section,	then	tap	on	Scan	Code	to	Add	a	Pass.	From	here,	you	can	scan	QR	codes	for	coupons,	boarding	passes,	tickets,	and	loyalty	cards,	but	only	for	the	specific	things	that	Wallet	considers	"passes."	If	you	try	to	scan	any	other	QR	code,	you'll	get	an	error	message.	If	you	don't
fancy	either	of	the	above	two	methods,	you	can	also	head	to	the	App	Store	where	you'll	find	a	wide	selection	of	free	QR	code	reading	applications.	Apple	introduced	an	in-built	QR	Code	reader	in	its	iOS	11	update	eliminating	the	need	to	download	third-party	apps	to	scan	QR	Codes.		In	this	blog	post,	learn	how	to	scan	a	QR	Code	from	your	iPhone,
iPad,	or	iPod	Touch	using	the	in-built	native	camera.		CREATE	QR	CODE	START	14	DAY	FREE	TRIAL	Table	of	Contents	QR	Codes	are	a	decade	old	technology	promising	in	its	initial	years.	However,	its	slow	growth	is	attributed	to	the	friction	of	having	an	app	to	scan	QR	Codes.	In	2017,	when	announced	integrating	QR	Code	scanning	with	native
phone	cameras,	this	technology	experienced	a	resurgence.	As	we	navigate	COVID	in	2020,	QR	Codes	have	grown	to	a	degree	where	they	are	being	used	as	an	alternative	to	paper	menus	in	most	restaurants.	How	to	scan	a	QR	Code	with	an	iPhone,	iPad,	or	iPod	touch	1.	Scan	QR	Code	on	iPhone,	iPad,	or	iPod	touch	with	your	camera		To	scan	a	QR
Code	on	your	iPhone,	iPad,	or	iPod	touch	using	the	native	camera	app,	follow	these	steps	–		Launch	the	Camera	Point	it	at	a	QR	Code	to	scan	Click	on	the	notification	banner	at	the	top	of	the	screen	–	this	is	the	information	stored	in	the	QR	Code		If	the	QR	Code	contains	any	actionable	data	(contact	number,	email	address,	or	an	audio	clip)	tap	on	the
banner	to	trigger	the	action	or	pull	down	the	banner	to	reveal	more	information	before	you	tap	on	it	2.	Scan	QR	Code	on	iPhone	via	Control	Center		Setting	up	the	QR	Code	scanner	on	iPhone	in	the	Control	Center	is	far	more	convenient	than	using	the	camera	every	time.	To	add	the	built-in	QR	Code	reader	to	the	Control	Center	–		Go	to	Settings	on
your	iPhone	Click	on	Control	Center		Tap	on	Customize	Controls	Under	the	More	Controls	tab,	press	on	the	‘+’	next	to	the	QR	Code	reader		Move	the	QR	Code	reader	to	any	location	you	want	on	the	Control	Center	using	the	hamburger	icon	next	to	it	To	scan	a	QR	Code	on	your	iPhone	from	the	Control	Center,		Click	on	the	QR	Code	reader	icon	in	the
Control	Center		Point	the	camera	near	a	QR	Code	to	scan		The	QR	Code	reader	on	the	Control	Panel	allows	you	to	scan	a	QR	Code	in	low-light	using	the	flashlight	even	if	it	is	blurred.		This	iPhone	QR	Code	scanner	is	very	powerful	and	fast,	that	can	scan	a	QR	Code	within	seconds,	even	if	it	is	damaged	or	blurred	(up	to	30%	damaged	and	inverted).	3.
Scan	QR	Code	on	iPhone	with	Chrome		Now,	scan	a	QR	Code	on	your	iPhone	using	Google	Chrome	with	these	simple	steps	–		Download	Chrome	from	the	App	Store.	If	you	already	have	Google	Chrome	on	your	iPhone,	make	sure	to	update	it.		With	your	iPhone,	3D	touch	the	Google	Chrome	app	icon	on	the	home	screen	Now,	click	on	Scan	QR	Code	that
will	appear	in	the	shortcut	menu	Enable	the	app	to	access	the	camera.	Tap	on	OK	in	the	popup	menu	to	scan	a	QR	Code		NOTE:	On	devices	that	do	not	support	3D	Touch,	swipe	down	from	the	top	of	the	Home	Screen	to	access	Spotlight.	Now,	type	in	QR	Code	in	the	search	field.	Google	Chrome	will	prompt	you	with	the	option	to	scan	a	QR	Code.	Just
tap	on	the	app	icon	(Don’t	forget	to	allow	the	app	to	access	the	Camera.)	4.	Scan	QR	Code	on	iPhone	from	your	camera	roll		An	iPhone	and	iPad	are	capable	of	scanning	a	QR	Code	from	its	photos	via	Google	Lens.	To	scan	a	QR	Code	on	your	iPhone	from	your	camera	roll,		Download	Google	Photos	from	the	App	Store	and	grant	access	to	your	camera
roll	Open	an	image	containing	a	QR	Code	from	Google	Photos	Tap	on	the	Google	Lens	icon	in	the	native	camera		Click	on	the	dots	that	appear	on	the	screen	with	the	QR	Code	to	view	the	notification	banner		Tap	on	the	link	to	view	the	triggered	action	To	scan	a	QR	Code	using	the	Google	Assistant	on	your	iPhone,		Open	the	Google	Assistant	on	your
iPhone		In	the	search	bar,	tap	on	the	Google	Lens	icon	next	to	the	microphone	icon	Allow	Google	to	access	your	camera.	Tap	on	Turn	on	the	camera	to	use	Lens	option	Look	for	the	Photos	icon	on	the	upper	right	part	of	the	screen.	Your	Photo	Library	will	appear	Tap	the	All	Photos	icon	to	select	the	photo	that	contains	a	QR	Code	you	want	to	scan	and
tap	on	it	The	notification	banner	will	appear	on	the	screen,	click	on	it	to	be	directed	to	the	set	action	NOTE	1:	To	scan	a	QR	Code	using	Google	Lens	from	your	Google	Assistant,	pre-download	the	app.		NOTE	2:	A	QR	Code	can	be	scanned	using	the	iPod	Touch	as	well	using	the	native	camera	app	and	via	the	Control	Center.	To	scan	a	QR	Code	using	the
iPod	Touch,	simply	follow	the	steps	mentioned	above.		Read	about	how	to	scan	a	qr	code	from	a	picture	5.	Scan	QR	Code	on	iPhone	with	the	Wallet	app	The	wallet	app	on	iPhone,	iPad,	and	iPod	touch	are	capable	of	scanning	a	QR	Code.		To	access	the	scanner	on	the	wallet	app,		Tap	on	the	Wallet	app	and	click	on	the	“+”	button	at	the	top	of	the	Passes
section	Tap	on	Scan	Code	to	Add	a	Pass		From	here,	you	can	scan	QR	Codes	for	coupons,	tickets,	boarding	passes,	and	loyalty	cards	However,	the	Wallet	app	only	allows	you	to	scan	coupons,	loyalty	cards,	and	tickets.	If	you	try	scanning	any	other	QR	Code,	you	will	receive	an	error	message.		Read	about	the	latest	iOS	13	updates	including	QR	Codes,
NFC	Tags,	and	Bluetooth	What	devices	use	iOS?	iOS	is	an	operating	system	developed	by	Apple	Inc.	These	include	iPhones,	iPads,	iPods,	Mac	computers,	iWatch,	and	other	Apple	devices.		How	to	enable	QR	Code	scanning	on	my	iPhone	and	iPad	Any	iPhone	and	iPad	with	iOS	11	has	the	ability	to	scan	QR	Codes	from	their	native	camera.	In	case	your
camera	is	unable	to	scan	a	QR	Code,	follow	these	instructions	–		Open	Settings	from	your	home	screen	Scroll	down	and	click	on	Camera		Search	for	Scan	QR	Codes	and	push	the	toggle	button	to	enable	your	camera	to	scan	QR	Codes	Apps	you	didn’t	know	could	also	scan	QR	Codes	on	your	iPhone		You	may	already	have	these	apps	on	your	iPhone,	but
did	not	know	that	these	apps	are	also	capable	of	scanning	QR	Codes	seamlessly.	Some	of	these	apps	include	–		Snapchat	Shazam	WhatsApp	Twitter		LinkedIn	Pinterest	Final	thoughts	Apple,	with	its	latest	iOS	13,	has	introduced	QR	Code	scanning	with	a	flashlight.	Users	do	not	have	to	worry	about	scanning	QR	Codes	in	pesky	low-light	situations
anymore.		Not	just	that,	the	QR	Code	reader	on	iPhone	is	so	strong	that	any	QR	Code	can	be	scanned	even	with	maximum	damage	(70%).		Brands	and	businesses	now	do	not	have	to	worry	about	their	consumers	using	QR	Codes	anymore.	This	only	indicates	that	QR	Codes	are	here	to	stay.		Frequently	Asked	Questions	1.	How	do	I	scan	a	QR	Code	from
the	photo	album	on	my	iPhone?	If	you	own	an	iPhone	with	iOS	11	and	higher,	open	the	photo	from	your	photo	album	and	follow	these	steps	–		Tap	on	Google	Lens	icon	in	the	native	camera		Click	on	the	dots	that	appear	on	the	screen	with	the	QR	Code	to	view	the	notification	banner		Tap	on	the	link	to	view	the	triggered	action	2.	Where	is	the	QR	Code
scanner	on	my	iPhone?	iPhones	with	iOS	11	and	above	have	an	in-built	QR	Code	scanner	that	can	be	accessed	via	the	native	camera	app	or	the	Control	Panel.		To	view	the	QR	Code	scanner	on	iPhone,	click	on	the	Camera	icon	and	point	to	a	QR	Code	to	view	the	information.		3.	Do	I	need	an	app	to	scan	a	QR	Code	on	my	iPhone?	If	you	own	an	iPhone
with	iOS	11	and	above,	you	do	not	need	to	download	a	separate	app	to	scan	a	QR	Code.	If	you	do	not,	there	are	several	third-party	apps	that	can	be	downloaded	to	scan	a	QR	Code.		Here	is	a	list	of	QR	Code	scanner	apps	that	can	be	downloaded	for	your	iPhone	to	scan	a	QR	Code.		4.	My	iPhone	is	not	scanning	a	QR	Code.	Why	is	that?	If	your	iPhone
isn’t	scanning	a	QR	Code,	please	check	if	your	iOS	is	updated	to	the	latest	version.	If	it	is,	then	you	should	experience	no	trouble	scanning	the	QR	Code.	Even	after	downloading	the	latest	OS	if	your	iPhone	isn’t	scanning	a	QR	Code,	then	try	these	actions	–	Hold	the	iPhone	straight	and	not	tilted	to	any	angle	Make	sure	there	is	adequate	lighting.	If	not,
switch	on	the	flashlight		Scan	the	QR	Code	from	a	distance			Clean	the	camera	for	better	visibility	If	your	iPhone	doesn’t	support	the	latest	OS,	download	a	third-party	app	to	scan	a	QR	Code.		5.	Does	the	iPhone	have	a	QR	Code	scanner?	Yes.	iPhones	with	iOS	11	and	above	have	an	in-built	QR	Code	scanner	that	can	be	accessed	via	the	native	camera
app,	Control	Center,	and	Google	Lens.		6.	How	to	scan	a	QR	Code	with	iPhone	6?	If	your	iPhone	6	is	equipped	with	iOS	11	and	above,	then	you	can	scan	a	QR	Code	using	the	camera.	If	not,	download	the	latest	version	to	scan	a	QR	Code	via	the	native	in-built	camera	app.		If	your	device	doesn’t	permit	it	to	be	upgraded	to	iOS	11	or	above,	then	consider
downloading	a	third-party	app	to	scan	a	QR	Code.	To	create	a	QR	Code	today,	explore	our	QR	Code	solutions	or	start	a	14-day	free	trial.	If	you	need	further	assistance,	talk	to	one	of	our	experts	today!
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